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he is ready to depart on the journey
the country has been declared in a state
of inaurrection and the (Government
is turning aside to rebellions Albania
troops detailed against Arabian insur-
genta, and is hurryving from Salonica to
Scutari and Avlona battalions of infan-
try and batteries of mountain guns,
‘I'his Albanian uprising, the growth of
the discontent over what the people
consider a breach of faith of the new

D:‘::.: :::r \M:Mh ': :: Glovernment, promises to be more seri-
:uxnal\' ;" ;:"'“ "' 4 ae| U8 than that of last vear, in that it is
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Two Broken Legs.
~ Tha power of the majority to com-

mand results by the only method that
political wisdom has yet devised for the

contrel of organization;

The power of the insurgent minority

to effect its declared purpose without
the abhorred forces which it
wants to destroy.

The Democraocy of the Empire State
seamstobeat the moment in this predic-
ampent: A future before it, an impulse
i1 for progress, and one leg broken
squarely across the femur,, while the
other i fractured both as to the tibia
and the fibula. The spectacle afforded
by the party is at once pathetic and
ridioulous. .

In contrast with all that is pitiable
and absurd in the circumstances which
have attended the final chapter in the
present struggle ia the position now
occupied by the Hon. WiLLiaM F. SHEE-
HAN, With the man who wins the hondr
for which he contended Mr. SHEEHAN
compares favorably in all the qualities
which should make a Senator useful to
his party apd to his State. The princi-
ple for which he has contended so hon-
orably and so manfully was vindicated
by the very incidents which followed
its abandonment. Whatever else has
been lost and whoever has been in-
jured in the present contest, Mr.
SAEERAN standr on both feet, holding
the respect of all who honor a manly
attitude consistently maintained.

Senator-Elect O'Gorman.

We learn from the record of the smaller
politics of the past that the votes which
made Judge JAMES A. O'GORMAN the
Grand Sachem of Tammany Hall nine

years ago were cast by CHABLEs I
MURPHY, PATRICK KEENAN,
F. McMaHox, GEORGE W. PLUNKITT,
JOHN FoX, MAURICE FEATHERSON,
T. J. Dusy and Asa BiRD GARDINER,
and that his election to be Grand Sachem
was enthusiastically hailed as a victory
for the absentee leadership of RicHARD
CROEKER. We find by remoter records
that in 1887, nearly a quarter of a cen-
tury ago, Judge O'GORMAN was running
for Civil Justice in the Eleventh district
as a Labor Union candidate against the
Democratic ticket and that he was de-
feated by the regular Democratic vote,
Even before that time, if our memory

The

DANIEL

financially supported by Albanians all
over the world and that the whole coun-
try, Muslem and Christian, is involved,
When the Constitution was published
no part of the Ottoman Empire rejoiced
more than Albania nor swore a stronger
allegiance to the Government. ‘Fhe tur-
bulent northern tribesmen forgot their
fends and joined in a great celebration
lasting for almost a week at Scutari, and
Albanians marched in the van of SHEF-
KET Pasha’s troops to Constantinople.

But the great year of 198 had not
passed before the Albanians charged the
Young Turks with “deceiving” them.
The uprising of last vear, put down on
thefield of Kossovo, was a remonstrance
against the lack of good faith, The
cruelties practised in disarming the
country and the attempt to force the
Arabic instead of Roman characters
in the printing of Albanian counter-
acted all effort of the Government to
pacify the country, Many people fled
to Montenegro and invited NICHOLAS
to become their King; others went to
Italy, France, Switzerland and America,
appealing to countrymen who had pre-
ceded them to help in a struggle for
national freedom. Newspapers in the
interest of the canse were published in
Rome, Cairo and Boston, and lunds were
raised for smuggling arms and muni-
tions of war into the Albanian mountains
to take the place of those confiscated by
the Turkish Government.

To the majority of the Albanians the

pose of secparatipn from the Ottoman
Empire. What they asked was: gen-
eral ‘amnesty for political offenders,
reopening of Albanian schools and
teachink in the Albanian language. use
of that language in public off.ces, docu-
ments and law courts, construction of
roads, establishment of agricultural
banks, an assembly for home afairs,
right of public assembling, freedom of
the preas, and inviolability of domicile.
The answer to this from Constantinople
was that in course of time all the re-
forms that were best for the country
would be granted. This promise the
Albanians refused to trust. 7They be-
lieve that if the Government stands, the
effort at the “Ottomanization” of Albania
will continue; if it falls, their land will
be parcelled among the Powers as were
Bosnia and Herzegovina. With an in-
surrection in Arahia, a division between
the Government at Constantinople and
the Young Turk committee at Salon-
ica, and unfriendly relations between
Turkey and the neighboring States of
Bulgaria and Greece, the Albanians
consider the present the time for their
struggle for an existence as a people
and a nation,

Consulting the Oracle.

JACKE BOURNE, the senior Oregon Sen-
ator, dropped into Boston the other dav
and was delighted to find himself taken
seriously as an oracle and true blue re-
former. Was there much radicalism in
Massachusetts, did he think? Of course
there was, because vou could wade
through it all over the country and might
soon have to swim; but he preferred to
call it “common sense realism.” No, he
had not come to open La Follette head-
quartera, and then JACK BOURNE, grow-

ing confidential, said:
1

in accurate, Judge O'GORMAN had beep | =~ Prrtonalls. however. 1 shauld ilse very much

actively concerned in the politics of the
old County Democracy.

‘These circumstances are not recalled
here to the discredit in any sense of
the gentleman who now becomes the
Democratic Senator from New York.
They merely illustrate the kaleidoscopic
character of a personally honorable
political career.

ful opposition to Mr. SHEEHAN by the

young bolters and their more rophis-

ticated backers was mnaintained on the

high ground of irreconcilable hostility to
Tammany Hall and to all that belongs

to or is produced by that organization.
Justice O'GORMAN is not to blame: be-
cguse it is hin name that emerges rather

than that of Mr. IsinoR STRAUS or of

Justice McCaLL or of Judge HERRICK
or of any other of the competent and
qualified persons for whose preferment
over the nominated candidate the in-
surgents have been bargaining so can-
nily with the leader of Tammany Hall.
Justice O'GorMAN is not responsible

for the breaking of the regularity of
Democratic procedure and for the fu-
It is not his
fault that he profits by an outrageous
injustice, consummated by an alliance
between Mr. MURPHY and these implac-
able foes of Murphy domination, to the
candidate who was at the beginning en-
titled to the solid support of all the
Democrats in the Legislature, and lo]
the very end entitled 1o the unvielding
support of the entire caucus vote,even
if the struggle had lasted 1ill the snows

ture consequences thereof,

of next winter,

THE SUN detests the miethoas which
It de-
destructive - e
enterprise which was rendered possible
only by a mimerical accident and was'
made successful only by cooperative

produced the chaos at
plores the trinmph

Alban:
of a

cowardice and treachery. dor the new

senator individually we have nothing

but good will and good wishes

abilitien warrant high 'expectatuoms of

the uselulness of his career at Washing-

ton. Weare not informed ol My, SHEE
HAN'S sentiments, or anthorized in any

way to speak for him; but we shonld be
very much surprised if they differ (rom !

those here expressed,
Turkey and the Albhanian,
Sultan Mowasymen v,

peace and good will to Albamia,  Belor

They algo throw rome
light upon theé sincerity of the pretence
that the persistent and finally success-

st o
O'GoRMAN'S character and recognized

MUst appur-
ently postpone his well planned visit of

: to see him a candldate. and the souner the better.
Hls candidacy wo'ld clear a situation, for there
woulld be TaPr and La FOLLETTR to choose be
iween. Ofcourse there are other possibllities, such
as ROOSBVYRLT, CUMMING and Justice Hromea.
Hut 1t all depends upon the crystal'ization period.
L.a FoLLETTE stands as an ardent advecate of the
fundamentals of popular government.”

It occurred to the interviewer that
the list might be incomplete. Would
the Hon, JONATHUAN BOURKE, Jr,, be a
candidate? “No. Under no conditions.”
Which is exceeding sad,

JACK'S reasons for approving the re-
call of Judges are given in the language
of the interviewer:

“ He belleves !n the recall applying to judiecial
offices, may!ng that the people cannot leglalate
agalnst the general welfare, and 1f this is trye,
they cannot recall a Judge who is working for
the genera! welfare,”

That is to say, the people can do no
wrong, to the Judge or to themselves,
infallibility being as native to them as
their breath. But this question of call-
ing Judges down off the bench is dwarfed
by Jack BOURNE'S plan fbr choosing
nominees for President:

“1 eapect to see natlonal conventions, by my
Presidential preference Dbiil. simply ratify in
nominations the selections as expressed Ly the
prople In their respective States and districis
So far as the actual naming of the ticket Is con
cerned the delegates will be simply messengers ™

Jack BoUrxE has already picked the
Democratic candidate for next vear,
but to prevent heartburnings we shall
not mention him, He is so full of in-
stinct, arid foresight is 8o natural to him

we mean JACK BOURNE~ that matters
would be simplified if he were allowed
to select the Republican candidate as
well as the Democratic, and notify both
of them of their nominations.

Old Bill Metreary.

Oid B MeCREARY of Kansas is
tdead. The term “Old BiLk” conng-
tates the long standing affection with
| which he was regarded; there is scareely
'even a humorous tolerance in it, “Old
BT with all respect, and he de-
served and had respect  was a crank
ol the cranks from the benighted and
(hnnkerish Fastern point o view: in
[ hansas, perhaps in some other of these
United States, he must have seemed
rather conservative in these rapid days.
An “incendiary” of LWONLY Voars ago is
a reactionary to=day.  Seeing Old Binr,
MeCrpary's death in pretty O1d Bip,
VEEENS paper, we are reminded of so
it other great spivits, dead too man v
voof them Y

cf v and Blesding han-

sas, Where are you, old companions
trusty, of the time when Populist maid-
ens sang hvmns through the State and
swore to marry only Populists; of the
golden prime of the I'armers Alliance
and the agricultural Sub-Treasuries
and “per capity”; of stateswomen like
DiaGs and LEASE, of sages like LEWEL-
LING, PEFFER and JERRY SIMPSON? No
petty epigoni, no STUBBS nor VICTOR
MURDOCK - no, scarcely even the im-
mortal DoLLEY—can fill the world with
such rollicking reverberation, The prea-
ent racd has not the large utterance nor
the genius of those early gods,

Pretty Old BiLu ALLEN or somebody
in his shop writes of Old Briu Mc-
CRFARY of Fremont Township:

“ Probably no one Ir: Lyon county halled with
deeper joy the things that came Into our publie life
with the ascendency of THRODORR ROONKEVRLT
than WILLIAM MCCREARY. Not that he idolized
the man ROOSEVELT, not at all; he had few heroes,
had Old Binu McCREARY; he knew too much of
humanlity to expect to find perfection In one bun
die. But he liked the way the world was going
One by one the things he had striven for came; the
regulation of raliroads and banks, the direct pri-
mary, direct legisiation, the eliminationof raliroads
from State polities; the Inerease of the ' per caplia*®
of the natloa’'s money, making prosperous 1lines;
the recognition In the Aldrich currency bill of the
Issue of money upon evidences of Indebledness
based upon the weaith of the people; the pure food
law; the direct election of 1'nlted States Senators,
through primary nominatlons. the reguiation o
trusts, all bearing witness to the rise of the rights
of men as against the rights of property

Old BiLn had been a Prohibitionist, a
Greenbacker, a Farmers Alliance man
a Populist, Seeing all the patter of a
generation of demagogies swallowed

despised nostrums made law and hun-
dreds more on the way Old Bin. could
ping Nunc dimittis.  The Governn.ent-
built trink line railroads running east
and west and south and north through
Kansas and passing the front door of
every farmer of good will have not
been built vet: but patience. On the

> L1 I other hand the reca'l of JTudges was
rebellion was not originally for the pur-) parhapa more than Old Biy McCreany | 1M

dreamed of in the most encrgimenic
momentsa of the Farmers Alliance. The
Qcala and the Omaba platforms are

Peace 1o Old BILL MCCREARY!
well entitled to his digcharge.

He was

What'sthe Charter Between Friends?

Conspicions on the first page of ves-
terdav's City Record isthis letter, to the
date of which particular attention is di-
rected:

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 1010
©ONEW YORK, March 13, (81
® Hon, WILLIAM J. GAYSOR, Mayor o] The Cvy of
New York

“ SIR: Secuon 1083 of the Hevised Charter pro
I vides as follows

e * F The Poard of Fducation shall also,
between the first day of January and the fifteenth
day of February In each year make and transmit
10 the Mayor of The City of New York another re

next preceding. stating the total amount of money
eapended for the purposes of public education In
sald clty during the vear ending on sald thirty
first day of December. * * *°

“ In accordance wlth the protvision quoted, the
Board of Education has the honor 1o present the
acccompanying report In regard 1o the money
expended for the purposes of public education
in this clty during the year ending on the thirty
frat day of December, 1810, Yours very truly,

* EQERTON L. WINTHROP, Jr "
Presldent Board of Fducation
“A FMERSOX PALMER, Secrelary

It is probably & matter of slight con-
sequence whether the financia! srate-
ment called for by thig section is sent
to the Mavor on or before February 15

retard materially any schemes of econ-

congideration in the Hoard of Fstimate,

welfare of the public schools. Yet the
direction contained in the Charter is ex-
plicit.. It lays on the Board of Kducation

the figures does not seem unreasonably
short.

to this one are disregarded as lightly
by city officers and boards.
great injury results to the community,
but the practice certainly does nothing
td strengthen respect for law.

I ook upon the ofMre of Governor of this grean
Commonweaith as an opportunity Lo serve and
not as an ofMce to he hought. 1'nless the offes
comea o me on such terms 1 dos nu! wish |1,
Apeaker JORSEPH WALKER «; Mascaihiuselis

And in the same breath the Hon, Josgprn
WALKER tells the Worcester County He-
publican Club how he will seak the offices;
“by a frank statement of my opinions off
public questions, and then a direct appeal
to the rank and file of the party for nomi-
nation, and a direct appeal to the voters
for election.” and “money will be spent in
maoderation.” It gsams very much likethe
old way, and JOE WALKFR is in earnest,
Nobody in the Commonwealth is more eager
to be Governor,

Commander LElan PALMER, director of
target practice, intends to give the gunners
of the Atlantic fleet an opportunity to
shoot at “airships” in the manwuvres off
the Virginia capes next week. The pro-
grammes is said to be as follows:

* A pumher of balloons and a few aeroplane
models will he vsed. Some of the bhailoons will
be held captive as targets, while others will he
freed In the wind nt sen todetermine the reliability
of the & and 3 Inch marchine giuns for bringing
them down., The aeroplanes will be suspended
below the balloons.  These will consist of models
ordiummy seroplanes, abovt the size of the Wright
| army machine. They will be suspended several
t hundred feet below the balloan, In order that
they may stand out alone as a (areet without risk
of bring!ng [t dovn Into the sea hefore [t is it by

! wiriking the gas bag, which wiil donhudess be mrlmﬂlnm a policeman.

easler target.’

The performance may bhe a very pretty
lnua, but the shells used will be wasted.
; A balloon is not a dirigible airship either

in contour or movement, and a dummy

aeroplane suspended to a balloon, tied or |
lat 70

| free, bears little resembiance to a righter
| than air machine flying at great speed at
||my height the avintor chooses to raise
lit to, Moreover, the imitation airships
| will drop no explosives on the fleet. We
| predict that the gunnere will engage them
with great coolness and fire when they are
ready without a qualm. :

I
i Trouble has arvisen over the
catamps, The anthusiasts who  started

the movement weio apparent iy mors con-

cheerfully, seeing a hundred fanatic |

]
His Sincerity as & Reformer of the Hotlse

i
1

s House  of

hecoming monuments of DRourbonism.

port, bearing date the thirty frstday of December i

or some time in the middle of March. |
The dcla_\' of a month will not aid or!very death for a continnance of place and

omy or improvement that may be under

the Board of Education or any of the
unofficial bodies that watch over the|

the duty of making and transmitting
to the Mavor between two carefully
specified dates a certain report on re-
| ceipts, amounting in 1910 to $44,242.675,
! and expenditures of $32,143,152, and tlml
time allowed for the compilation of | ref

Many sections of the Charter similar

Possibly no | legal mind. nevertheless he is making prog-

Dickens |
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corned with procuring a general mani-
festation of admiration from the readers
of DickENS than with the disposal of thae
money that might be taken in. It was
suggested in the appeal and in speeches
in behalf of the testimonial that many of
Dickens's descendants were poor and that
it was only right that they should be re-
liaved by contributions, which in a manner
represent the sums he lost by the Jack of
a copyright' law or through insufficient
payments from his publishers.

His son, Mr. H. F, Dickexs, K. C. and
Recorder of Maidstone, very properly
wrote to the Times recently, protesting
against turning the testimonial to the
memory of CHARLES DICKRNS into an
appoal for charity. He states that only
a few of his descendants are badly off,
that their condition has been exaggerated,
and that it is untrue that *DICKENR'S
descendants generally are in necessi-
tous circumstances.” To this the com-
mittoe replied that they were not respon-
sible for these statements, that they pro-
posed the scheme as “a small payment on
account. of deferred royalties,” and that
they hoped it would help to rouse the pub-
lic to “the injustice of the present copy-
right act.”

The committes gave no intimation of
what will be done with the money, except
that it wifl be put in the hands of { rustees.
The answer seems to have satisfied Mr,
| DICKENH, but others have written to the
Times since asking for light, and de-
{elare that while they are ready to give
their pennios 1o help the needy descend-
ants of their beloved author they don't
cars 1o contribute for a statue or any
similar sort of memorial, The pennies
are coming in, and it seams only fair that
the gentlemen in charge should decide
‘on the use thay will be put to and inform
the public,

- —

LANSDOWNE'S LEADERSHIP,

| of Lords Called in Question.
L To rue Emitor oF THR Sux -Sir: It
I requires no prophetic insight in the fleld
of Hritish politiea to conclude that lLord
Lansdowne is not on the eve of distinguish-
ing hims=elf as a practical 1eformer of the
lords. As Forelgn Secretary
nnder the DBalfour regime he commanded |
confidence of the natien, bhut since |
s occupaney of the first bench in the |
wilded chamber ns leader of the Opposition

the rdle he has elected to play through the '
avigencies of the party strugegle marks

Wim off as the champion of vested interests |
and class predominance Indeed he has'
Cused his position at times to such an extent |
as to reduce the upper chamber to a sec-
ondary place 1o Carlisle House, Every
measure of first rate importance sent up
from the tommons by a Liberal Govern-
ment f'onds in him an opponent of the ma-
tured deliberations of the leaders of democ-
racy. He gave short shrift to Mr. Lloyd
Gieorge's popular budget, to the education
bill and to a heensing reform measure

Now his flguring as a reformer of the |

Lords is simply and only “tacties "

As vou are aware, when his Lordship's
|party, the Conservatives or ‘lTories, is in
power there ara no legislative deadlocka,
no throwing overboard of the work done in
the people’s hotusa by the Lords: all goes
as merry as a marriage bell. But when
the Liberals are called to assume the reins
of responsibility then the music of another
tvpe begins; their Lordshipa bestir them-
| selves: thev hasten up to town from their
ancestral retreats, and as they are mostiy
lof the Tory order and mildly obedient 1o
| their leader, there 18 no diffienliy experi-
Lenced in swamping the will of the electors.
Such manauvring is now regarded by the
majority of the British public as one cham-
ber Government. But it mav be replied,
Has not Lord lLansdowne recogniz this
evil, and is he not honestly in quest of a
remedy’ The answer s, Mn':hnlirglly No.
Hix schemes in this ditection, hitherto adum- '
brated, are a mere sham .nd mockery: they |
amount to nothing more than the reduction
of nnmbers, witly a ueat little majority in
favor of the ToYies. Now, what does it
matter whether his Lordship can reckon on
40 or A to support him as long as he can
cutvote his opponents?

Not until Lord Lansdowne produces a
scheme devoid of party hias and establishes
the pgrinaple of eguality as Yetween lLiberal
aud Conservative Yegislation can he in this
matter Le taken seriousiv,

I he mstitutional Hght now in progress |
al Westmipster is one of great moment
Vhie peers are practicaily in their last diteh |
and the people are pressing on to asaured
victory., The Lords will struggle to the

tposer on the unmimpaired strength of every
mstitntion which rallies 1o their side. Their
powerful stronghold is 2 Tory uprer cham-
her and upon s abiding supremacy their |
destiny depends There is no serious de- |
| mand for the abolition of the House of Lords. |
CThe bhieameral principle is unchallenged, save
by oa few extremists, and even they lose no 1
sleep over the guestion but the anachronism
l-n-u‘mwl by anavowedly partisan branch of
‘arliament 15 doomed, and in the estimation !
Lof all liberty loving people rightly so
Lord Lansdowne and his followers are |
"ovenly hostile 1o bome rule, licensing re-
! form, education reform, the handling of the
land problem, aad other matters of pressing
limportance in a way demanded by enlight-
lened public opinion and the requirements
{of the age. Such befthg the attitude of the
Conservatives, they are not likely to clear
decks for action in the way of a genninely
rmed upper house,
‘he task belongs paturally to the pro-
| gressives. The problem involved presents
many intricate and delicate points where
undue haste might mean defeat.  But Mr,
! Asquith is & constirutionalist of well hal-
|anced legal temperament, and ultlmu%h
I moving slowly, as is characteristic of the

ress and is sure to earn the wratitude of

democracy hy bringing the British legisla-

| tive system into lineg with modern parlin-

mentary usage WiLLIAM LINDSAY,
New Yokk, March a0,

The Unvelled Mystery of a Mysterious
“Murde[.'!
| T TeF Intror o TRE SUN - Sir: The fallew
ing !s a deseription of amurder, orattempied mur-
der, which oceurred on the soutbeast corner of
Pighty -first street and Columbus avenie last Sun-
dayv morning at Bo'clock:
A man in evening clathes, apparenily a gentle.

' man, shot another man. ‘Two pollcemen ran to
the rescue of the fallen man, from whose mourh
and nose hivod was runnine profusely. HFoth
nien were Intoxlcated, and the one who committed
theassanit deposed that he had frst seen the other
fall and then had fired two shots over h's head as
a gentle and friendly signal to attract attention.
18 pistol was still i his hand, ‘Chetinjured man
lay on the ground about an hour unt!l Nnally an
ambulance came frun 135th street

Now, my effort 18 not to give additional news
10 the newspapers, bt to learn why my eurlosity
cannot he satisiied in reference to this particular
erime. To my aisappoaintment I have been un- |
able w Nind any mentlor of even the fact inany of |
the dailv nevsnape;s, 111 hear no more tron this
letter | suppose [ am to presume thal soma one
with tou much politieal pull pulled the trigges
and that I, noor pullless persen, must immediately
apologlze for Invading my sterles that are beyond
{ my humble grasn A. AL H,
! NEW Yorg, March M,
1 Harry Howell of 17 West Seventve-seventh
street fell off o boothlack stand at kighty -
Irlrnt street and Colunthus avenue at o
Lo'clock Bunday morning and broised and
Jeut his Tace.  Edward . Nugent of 1432
| Lexington avenue, describing himself as an
lactor, who had been making a night of it
rn!lh the fallen man, fired a pistol at the
zenith twice, with the object, he sayve, of
He was arrested and
held in the West Side court on Monday for
trial in Special Sessions.  Howell was taken
to J. Hood Wright Hospital and patched
up and went home.  ‘The record shows that
the call for an ambulance was received at
the hospital at 005, The ambulance reached
the man at 925 and had him at the hospital

Physiclan (o the Immaortals,

I'n THE EDITOR OF THE SUx--Sir; Can Dr.
Physlck of Cape May, N. J., hope for appointment
as physician In ordinary to your Academy of Im-
mortals® J. C. DORBNEKUR,

NEW YORK, March 31,

)

The Riddle,
The Sphint propounded & puzzie,
“Why does it always raln the day you move*”
she asked,

‘that

alcrewith the aneients gave ib up,

R

TICKET SPECULATORS.

Middiemen Who Serve the Wild American
Passion to Spend Money.

To THE ED1TOR OF THE StN—Sir: | was
deeply interested in the letter of “Puccinist”
in regard to opera ticket speculators, espe-
cially his confession that it is almost im-
possible to get good seats at the box offce
and that therefore he is glad the epeculators
are there. It is to laugh! ‘The tickets are
not in the box offlee, bhecause the apecula-
tors have them. Abolish ticket speculation
and the ticketa will leave the box office
only to go to the operagoer—not the self-
appointed middleman. What a game it
ial The law, the dignified and inscrutable
law, authorizes a body of men, who have ne
business, to make a business of buying up
theatre tickets and forcing the public to
pay premiums on them. And “Puccinist”
begs to be allowed to pay the premium
because he can't buy the ticket at the box
office. He is almost as inscrutable as the
law in this matter. WOoLF-FERKARIAN,

New Yonrk, March 31,

Investigate the Box OMce,

To rae Eottor oF THE SUX-—-Sir:  "Puec-
cinist's” letter in 'THE SUN of March 28 de-
fending ticket speculators on the ground
of their courtesy to the public misses the
real point at issue, the inability of the public
to procure tickets for performances except
at from 50 to 100 per cenf. increase in already
exorbitant prices, On Monday [ sent a mes-
senger td the Metropolitan Opera Housa
to purchase two seats for the Paviowa
performance next week. The messenger
was informed that no seats would be on
sale until Wednesday, and that none would
be resérved, even by paying the price in
advance. He was the first in the line on
Wednesday morning when the bhox office
opened, and two seats in the orchestra in
the eighteenth row and on the side of the
house were offered himm. When he proteated
he was Informed that the best seats had
already been sold,

Fortunately the same man was at the
window on Wednesday as on Monday, and
the messenger recalled the fact to him and
protested vigorousiv., The resolt was that
he‘zot two seats nearer the front and in the
centre of the house. He informed me that
he saw a number of peopla in the same line
turned away on the plea that the seats had
been sold, Later in the day these “bheat”
reats wera being offered by speculators at
a very materinl advance. It meems to me
an investigation of the box offices
would be almost as good as the aholition

of speculators T. . N,
Buookiys, March a0
Pleasures of Dichering.
I'o THE EDTTOR oF TurSvx So. Iwant

to indorse every word in the letier of the
music lover who proves himself a man of
fine discrimination and appreeiation by
signing himself “Puccinist * His defence
of the ticket speculators is full of admirable
common sense. My personal expenence
in dealing with these men, both this season
and last, exactly parallels the satisfactory
dickerings of “Puccinist,”

On a number of occasions when | have
been far “longer” on a craving ftor uplifting
music than on the currency of the Com-
monwealth 1 have bought excellent seats
from a speculator at a price mush below
the box ofMice “"holdup.” To be specifle,
I have frequently bought regwlar dress
circle seats for the modest sum of two
“oboli” instead of the fixed charce of three
“bounes.” On a number of occastuns 1 have
also bought desirable seats in the orchestra,
for which the opera octopus demands a
“V.," for as low as $1.50. It goes without
saying that my canny bargains were driven
just a9 the curtain was abou*t to rise, or
perhaps five minutes after it had risen. But
that is where the speculators are literally
benefactors to the real lover of music who
wishes to regals his atarved =oul but lacks
the “roll” to pay the regular scale of prices,

I wish to emphasize the fact that my very
profitable barteriag with speculators has
been confined by no means to those who
trafMe in front of the Metropolitan. On the
contrary, | have thig season contrived to sea
most of the meritarious dramas at a price
below the box office tariff, and for these
highly pleasant and profitable treats 1 ten-
der my most sincere thanks and gratitnde
to the men who sell tickets on ghe curb,
And in thus declaring myself 1 am positive
that | am voicing the feelings of hundreds
of theatre and opera goers who have shared
my experience in dealing with speculatora.
| cannot say that on every m-vu-nnnJ have
bought tickets from speculators at reduced
prives; it gives me real pleasure to sayv that
I haven't. 1 hope | am still human enough

to realize that even ticket speculators have |

to provide ways and means to prevent thae
corporeal body from going into dissolution,
and there have been many times when |
have been pleased to pay what 1 consider
a reasonable bonus for a desirable seat at
some performance that 1 have strongly de-
sired to see on a certain night. 1s it possible

| forany reasonable man to object toa reason-

able bonus in a case like this?

Take for instance the case of the man who
may be here for a day ortwofrom I'enn Yan
or Hackensack. He may Le a lover of opera
ordrama, and he may even pine for displays
of the uman form known as “musical com-
edies.” 'This being the case, is there any
man bold enough to assert that such a spirit
will wince when for a small advance in
price he can gef a desirable ticket from a
speculator? On the otherhand, if the attrac-
tion is “going big,” the Tuxedoed gphinx in
the box office window announces with New
Yorkish sang froid, “Nothing left down-
stairs.” In trading with the speculators any
man alert enough to kecp a “dip” from lift-
ing his “leather” can invariably drive a good
bargain under conditions that [ have cited,

The «peculators eodlectively are a hoon

to the comparatively impecunious, 1o lhul

esoteric spirita who are flush on culture
and shy on coin.  (in these will devolve the
solemn duty of chanting the pean and
writing the epitaph inthe unthinkable event
of the passing of the ticket speculators,
In the matter of courtesy they are almost

‘men of gavoir faire in thelr dealings with

theatregoers by compavisom with the gruff
and frigid and disdainful box oMee autom-
atons, whoseem to think that every one not
familiar with the location of every seal ina
theatre is headed straight for the psyeho-
pathic ward of Bellevue. 1 declare from
extensive personal experience that specula-
tors, with noticeably few exceptions, are as
courteous as they are fair in their dealings.
I grant that now and then one of them
may seil some innocent Hiram a seat in the
“crow’'s nest,” but 1 believe that in view of
the fact that every theatre ticket states its
location, the ehap who buvs a ticket in the
gallery when he thinks he is buying one
in the parquet onght to be in the gallery.
That's exactly where he belongs.  Up there
he is out of the way, F. G H.
NEW Yonrk, March m
——— el

The Sivtv-ninth in 1861,

TO THE 'DITOR OF THE ST N Sir During the
last few days | have read artieles on the fifileth
anniversary of the departure for the seat of war
In 1881 of the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Regl
ments of Hrooklyn and the Seventh, Eighth,
Twellth, Twenty second and Seventy Hrst Regl
ments of Manhattan,

I was under the impression that the Sisty ninth
Regiment of New York also went away about that
time, and if'1 am not mistaken the number was
carried throughout the war ending at Appomat
tox, and what was left of the old Irish Brigade
was mustered out in 1685, | am of the opinlon that
while the Seventh was fully armed, uniformed
and equipped when leaving, the Siaty ninth was
only one third equipped. notwithstanding it left
about 1,200 slrong

It would be interesting 1o hear from some of
thuse who were connected with the old regiment
or some of thelr admirers as to the ncldents of
thelr departure and thelr service in the field

N¥W YOuK, March 31, VIGILANTILA,

Polished Trousers,

To TAR LDITOR OF I'HE SUN In answey
to “Penurlous Highbrow's" letter of March v,
regarding the eMedcious method for remos ing
the “unwelcome shine” from worn trousers, |
would suggest rubbing strenuously with \sand-
paper A Bacnkion

New YourK, March 30

Sir

| PUBLIC RECORDS.

A decigion as to the rights of a publie
official to records prepared under his supsr-
vision and at his expense in order to facili-

‘tate the business of his office has been

handed down by the SBupreme Court of

Indiana in Robison vs. Fishback, in which

the court sustained an injunction restrain-

ing & retiring city treasurer from taking
with him the records he had prepared. The
< records in this case consisted of a card index
system referring to nssessments for public
improvements, and the court decided that
the injnnction did not constitute a “taking”
of services or property without due process
lof law,
i The court said that the real point in the
case turns on whether the particular cards
and cases had become so essentlal to
the conduct of the office that the appel-
lant in installing them must have in-
tended that they should become ro much &
! part of the indispensable accessories of the
lnﬂ‘.lce that the public interest requires that
they be notyremoved. It appeared that thé
|lormnr system of card indexing had been
| abandoned, and if it had been kept up by
the appellant, although less efficient than
his own plan, but requiring as much labor,
it could not be claimed by the appellant that
those card indexea could be removed.

‘The opinion said:

This index s not required by any specific law,
and it Is wholly optional with treasurers whether
they keen Indexes to these records or not; but
thev are a0 far anthorized that public authorities
milght contract and pay for thelr making as con-
venlences for the use of the oMeers and the publie,
and If so procurel, white they may not in the
strict sense be public records, they are undoubtedly
authorized to be made and kept. They are not
less %0 by reason of being made by an offirer
in the course of his administration of the ofMce.
The puhlic has a dircet inferest in them, not only
during the term of the incumbent of the office but
Indefnltely,

This conrt refers to dacipions which hold
that a card index is simply a facility for
learning the gontents of a record,'but not
a part of the record iiself unless reqired
by law to be kept, which cases aiore upon a
conflict of third parties because an officer
| failed to keep an index. While the Indlana
court does mnot fel called upon to decide
whether or not the card index {8 a public
record, the opinion says it is manifest that
conditions might arise where the index would
he secondary evidence, as in the case of the
loas or destruction of the assessment rolls.

The opinion concludes that in this case
the treasurer did not prepare the card index
in the discharge of his duty, but to aid him
and those succeeding him in dischargiog his
duty. “In the discharga of his duty he
did invest the ofMce which he held with
facilities for the discharge of his duties and
in which the public, whose servant he waa
(and is, are highly and deeply interested.”
Gireater injury would result to the public
from the removal of the records than to the
appellant, and the court thinka it inequi-
table when the retiring official has creaed
| the situation to allow him to disturh it, He
cannot complain of a condition 6f his own
l creation, the court says,

WASHINGTON.

A Specimen of the Education Bestowed
Upon Them by “Barkers.'’

To "RE Epitor oF THE SUx—Sir; A
heavily built and thickly populated obser-
vation car was lumbering down Connecti-
cut avenue and passed Chief Justice White
and Associate Justice McKenna walking
briskly toward the intersection of Rhode
Island avenue, in which neighbhorhood they
reside. The “barker” was resting from his
tantrums over the White House, the Cor-
coran Art Gallery, the Court of Claims and
other noble edifices, but at the spectacle
of the two distinguished pedestrians he re-
covered his once exhausted energies, took
up the megaphones and waked it to new
ecatasy: “There, ladiea and gentlemen, on
your right, if you please, you will see walk-
ing together in perfect amity the two moat
important statapmen of the hour, former
Speaker the Hon. Joseph (i, Cannon and
Speaker that is to bhe the Hon. Champ
Clark. Gaze upon them, ladies and gentle-
men. This is a wonderful chance. You may
never see the like again.”

They did gaze, and Mr. White and Mr.
McKenna, who had heard it all, were visibly
affected. Thisisa fairsample of the know|-
edge accumulated at the capital by earnest
seekera who conflde themselves to the
“barkers” for their harvesars, (OBSERVER,

WasdiNaTon, Do C, Mareh 31,

|  TOURISTS IN
|

THE SLIDE FOR LIFE.

A sheot the Chutes Fire Escape Arrange-
ment Perfectly Feasible,

To THE 'DITOR OF THE S1 8 Sir; Mr, Cariton
Strone s tdea of a fire escape 18 not as foollsh as
he fears  ‘The Appralser s Stores, at (*hristopher
ard Washipgtlon streeis, has two spiral slides in
toners bullt of stee! covered with ashestos on the
outslde. and having doors opening Innard against
'a snring

All a prreon has (o do 1¢ to get In and sit down
and slide 10 the bottom. The slldes are ten stories
hich and they are bullt inside the buliding. in the

i souitheast and northeast corners,
i New Youk. March a1,

B W,
i Two Companies Are Using It.

To THR FiITon oF THE SUN -Sir: At least
two elevator companies make a steel circular
i Inclined plane fire escane in which a person siis
| down and slides 1o the ground, These are fre-
| proot and can lLie erected inside or outside a
bullding. and are much easler for descent and
safer than stalrcases, F.T. MARWELL,

HOCKVILLE, Conn., March 31,

A Kentucky Idea at Coney,

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN - Sir: ‘The "simpie
amusement device” suggested as a possible fire
escape Is and was In use in the country around
1 Loulsviile, Ky.., as a fire escape before It was In

use at Coney Island for pleasure.

As no one can ascend 1it, but only go down, It
obviates one ohjection to the ladder and balcony
escape, that it 1s a handy entrance for bhurglars
above the poliee zone, 1t cannot be used for the
storage of washuibs, flower pots and couches,
as 15 the custom in Manhattan, and persons once
in {t cannoy return {0 their rooms for the Insurance
policles or the hird cages, but must descend to the
ground, where they are deposited upright on
their feet. ‘They cannot galn on or pass those
ahead of them, and so panie and overcrowding
areavolded, EX I'IREMAN,

Troy, March 31,

Canvas Chute U'sed by Firemen.

To THRE EDITOR OF THE SUN—-Sir: The prinel-
ple of the Inclined plane, minus the spiral arrange-
ment, Is employed in the canvas chutes with which
many fire depariments were supplied twenty
yvears ago, and may be now for all 1 know. The
contrivance was carrled on the ladder wruck and
a gun was used to carry a line to the floor where
persons were to be rescued. This line was drawn
up, and by It the canvas chute wasraised. When
this was made fast the imperilled persons were
to slide 1o safety, iremen al the bottom recelving
them In their arms,

Obvlously this device could not be used except
when there was plenty of time, nor In fires high
|in the amr. PIPEMAN,
NEW YORK, March 81

Walking From the ‘Iree,

To THE LDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir:  QOne of the
most suggestive facts 10 me in connectlon with
the theory of human beings having descended
fromy animals s that the former when walking
swing thelr arms exactly as if they were fore
legs. That Is the right arm swings In unison with
the left leg. and viee versa, ‘I'his fact | have been
accustomed to noting for vears with a great deal
of Interest, and | must say too with not a litle
amusement.

One fact has especially siruek me: that both
man and woman as a rule trot, so 1o speak, 1
have never noted a case In which elther of them
paces.  Have blologlsts or students of compar-
ative anatomy recorded lnstances of thelr doing
L0 H.
NEW YOuk, March 51

In the Kurlington Magazive for the milddie
ul March Sir Martin Conway discusses Durer's
Lomigations 10 the Housebooli Master. My,
i Vereynakl continues his essay at grouping Chi
:m'w porcelains, Mro 1 W, Haslick writes on
Genoese lintels In Chlos, Mr. Moger I'ry on a
‘,.m-]nm by Haldovinettl, and Vice lemp Weleh
on the emblen of 8t Ansano
Als0 o Mareasi jewelry . on the supposed dis
vovery of Atlantls, and on A new|;
pleture by Bartolomen Montagna,

There nre articles &1 the last session of Congress

CANNON TO WORK IN THE RANgy,

Makes Formal Annommeement That yy,
Won't Be a Candidate for Minority Leader,

Wasarxaron, March 31. - Reprosey .
tive Joseph G. Cannon of 1lliuois t .4y
made formal announcement t hat he woyjq
not be a candidate for minority leader |,
the next Congress. This leaves )y
Representatives Weeks of Massachiee,
and Mann of Illinois as contenders i,
Mann will win or receive in the Repy .
can caucus next Monday night the cqy,,.
plimentary nomination for Speaker,
which carries with it the minority leaqe;.
ship.

“The House," said Mr. Cannon, ‘i
been pleased to honor me with the 84 .
ership for four successive terms, an | |
have served the House as its presidi g,
officer for eight successive years. [ i..
lieve that no Bpeaker has served sn |ur
continuously. Of this singular favo of
my associates in the Republican :an .
1 am deeply npg:wia'e. and now g
the party inint minority in the Hoa
it is furthest from my thoughtsto seni
to avoid any duties or any respons i,
ties that may fairly be considered i«
But as I said at the adjournment of 11
recent Congress, I do not intend 1o suek
the Bpeakership again, and not 8o intey,.
ing it seems most proper that I «hould
avold even a remote appearance of suc,
inteptions.

“I shalltherafore ask my colleajgueat,
res this with in the coming caie.
and to give to rome other member of
proper worth and ability the complime:t
of their nomination for Speaker, T'o tha
man, whdever he may be, I shall giva
with pleasure the assistance and co.
operation that 1 have learned are s, ;1.
dr:ponnblo for the leader on whom resty
responsibility .

FOR ARBITRATION TREAI).

Conference for Iis Negotiation Betwes,
Secrctary Knex and Ambassador Bryee

WasnixatoN, March 31.-The fire
formal conference for the negotiation of
a general arbitration treaty between thy
United States and Great Britain was
held at the State Department to-day by
Secretary Knox and James Bryce, Britial
Ambassador here. Becretary Knox and
Mr. Bryce spent more than an hour dis.
cussing the details of the proposed con.
vention.

While President Taft and Seecrstary
Knox hope to complete the convention
in time to submit it to the Senate for
ratification at the special session, it is
admitted that the task is dificult, becauss
of the fact that the proposed convention
will be the first of its kind ever negotiated
It will provide for the arbitration of
every future dispute between the twa
Governments, and will superaeda the
present arbitfation treaty, which covers
all questions excepting the national
honor, the vital interests and the rights
of a third party.

‘There were reports here to-day that the
Anglo-Japanese alliance would interfera
with the negotiation of the proposed con-
vention, but these rumors wero denied
both by officers of the State Department
and of the British Embassy. The Anglo-
Japanese convention, it was explained.
related especially to the Orient and has
no bearing on the proposed convention
between the United States and Great
Britain.

HUMANE SOCIETIES CENSURED,

Secretary Meyor Defends Sacrifice of Caty
and Chickens in Ordnance Tests.

» WasHINGTON, March 31.—-In reply to
protests from humane societies, Secre-
tary of the Navy Meyer defends the sacri-
fice of animals in ordnance testa for the
purpose of determining the effect on
animal life of the concussion and the
gasea generated by the exploding shells
During the firing on the old battleship
San Marcos, formerly the Texas, last
week in the lower Chesapeake Bar,
several chickens and cats wera placed in
different places on board the old war
vessel. One of the cats was either hlown
to pieces or jumped overboard, as no
trace of it could be found. Another cat,
which waa in one of the turrets, was unin-
jured. Mosat of the chickens were unhurt
éacrotlry Meyer has rent the following
letter to humane associations and in-
dividuals who have written to the Navy
Department protesting against the use of
animals for this purpose.

“In regard to the placing of live
chickens and cats on the San Marcos
during the recent target practice, | would
state that these animals were put on the
ship to obtain information as to tia
effects of the gasea of explosive shells
They were removed after the firing. It
is only by such experiments with dumb
animals in time of peace that facts can
be hoped to be learned that may lead to
the amelioration of bfutality and needless
suffering and destruction of humar lie
in time of war. To obtain information as
to the effacts of fragmentation of shell,
mannikins - made of sawdust were e:i-
ployed "

Senator Perkins of California, chair-
man of the Senate Naval Committee, has
written a letter to Secretary Meyer ass-
ing for information showing why the old
battleship S8an Marcos was used as a target
at the recent teata. Senator Perkins said
that many of his constituents had written
to him asking why it was necessary to
use the San Marcos for this purpose In
npl{ Secretary Meyer points out that tha
battleship was about 22 years old and
was of an obsolete type and of practically
no military value.  In recent years, he
says, she has been used as a station shin
at Charleston, 8. C., and could not have
been used in case of war. While original.y
rhe had coat $32,500,000, if she had heen con
demned and sold only about $35 (0 coulil
have been obtained for her. To retain
her in the navy, Mr. Meyer explains,
would have resulted in a useless expen-
diture of money. The ordnance tests, he
added, furnished data which will be of
the greatest value to the navy. The effect
of the fire on an armored vessel, he
added, furnished important ordnance in-
formation, which is valyable and neces-
lﬂry in determining the design of future
war vessels.

MAY REOPEN LORIMER CASE.

Proxressive Republicans Will Try to Have
& New Inquiry.

WasHINGTON, March 31.-—There appears
to be a reasonable certainty that the pro-
gressive Republioans in the extra session
of Congress will try to reopen the Lorimer
case and order another examination. on
the ground that the former investigation
by the Committee on Privileges and Flec-
tions was not thorough enough. Many
witnesses not called at the first e3-
amination will be brought before the sec
ond ipquisition if it is ordered.

Many Benators who voted against seal-
ing the Benator®from Llinois at the last

are daprecal.inf a reopening of !Ijﬂ

case. They Lold that the fact that the
Senate once passed ug;nn it is sufficien
They feel that if the Senate asit w:um'-h-
atituted when Mr. Lorimer firat took s
peat saw no reason for unseating h“:‘l
Senators who came later should I
no responsibility to reopen the it
If the mrimer case is again opened 18
will add many weeks to the length of lfl’n;
extra session, in the opinion of Bend
leaders.

President Lowell Wil Berve on Posial
Commission.

WasHINGTON, March #

Lowell of Harvard University has notified

President Taft of his willingness 1 nirve

as & member of the commission which 14

Prosident

to investigate the proposed increase w

second class postage rates the inoisis
which the magarines fought successtt

o s

ciate Justice Hughes is chairman ¢

Alseoversd  commission and  Lawrench Maswe
lllm'illlllﬂl its other member




